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1. Reading Passage

‘When they go low, we go high,' Michelle Obama's famous line, has become a Democratic mantra.
The trouble, argues Edward Luce in the Financial Times, is that virtue only persuades people who
still believe the system can deliver. Gen Z largely doesn't — and that one fact is reshaping American
politics from both ends.

The evidence is everywhere. Zohran Mamdani, the new democratic-socialist mayor of New York
City, and Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez openly embrace the socialist label. A Cato
Institute poll last year found that nearly a third of Americans under 30 view 'communism'
favourably, and roughly two-thirds look kindly on socialism. It is tempting to brush this off as
youthful misguidedness — Gen Z is variously written off as entitled, unambitious or ignorant — but
Luce insists there is nothing unserious about the politics driving them. It is not hippie to wish for
affordable housing or to fear what Al will do to your earnings. Nor is it Stalinist to want universal
healthcare.

That explains why a 41-year-old Senate candidate in Maine, Graham Platner, is staving off scandals
that would have sunk earlier candidates. Platner once had a skull-and-bones tattoo of a symbol
used by Hitler's Waffen-SS, and has been caught sending extramarital sexts. Yet his polling against
Republican Susan Collins is strong enough that Maine's competent, scandal-free Democratic
governor, Janet Mills, has chosen not to enter the race. Mills is 78. She, unlike Platner, has no plans
for single-payer healthcare or taxing the ultra-wealthy. Platner's seeming immunity from scandal
shows that Bernie Sanders-style left populism is still potent.

The Democratic split over Platner reveals something deeper than tactics. Establishment Democrats
have spent their moral capital opposing Donald Trump and fear that a Platner nomination could
cost them a winnable Senate seat. But Platner is appealing to exactly the voters Democrats most
need: the young and the working class. His campaign — like Mamdani's run in New York — is being
dismissed as irrelevant to middle America when, in fact, it may be the only model that energises the
young and the blue-collar. Luigi Mangione, accused of murdering a healthcare executive in late
2024, is still treated as a folk hero by many young Americans — a sign of how angry the mood has
become.

A parallel shift is reshaping the right. Younger MAGA Republicans, the audiences of podcasters like
Tucker Carlson and Candace Owens, are routinely hostile to Israel, while older Republicans remain
reflexively pro-Israel. The same root feeds flirtation with communism on the left and antisemitism
on the right: a sense that the existing establishment is morally bankrupt. Gen Z on both sides
rejects the idea of America as exceptionally virtuous and rejects the 'peace and love' framing of the
flower-power generation. More worrying, Gen Z voters across left and right are noticeably more
willing to approve of political violence to settle disputes — a habit, Luce notes, of postponing
serious thought until after the next election, which never quite comes.

Luce's warning to his fellow Democrats is therefore blunt. Opposing Trump is not enough to win
young loyalty. Even retaking the House of Representatives in 2026 may not be enough to win the
Senate, and it will almost certainly be insufficient to win the presidency in 2028. The party has to
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show it can actually deliver — on rent, on wages, on Al, on healthcare. Overlooking the troubling
but reasonable complaints of Gen Z, Luce concludes, would all but guarantee Democratic failure.
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2. Explanation

A third of Americans under 30 now view ‘communism' favourably — not because they've read
Marx, but because capitalism, as they've experienced it, has failed to keep its promises.

What's Going On?

Edward Luce, writing in the Financial Times, argues that the Democratic Party is being reshaped by a
generation that has lost faith in the system older liberals still defend. Two of the most-watched younger
Democrats — Zohran Mamdani, the new socialist mayor of New York, and Congresswoman Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez — openly call themselves socialists, and a growing share of Gen Z voters are happy to
follow.

Luce points to other examples too: Graham Platner, a 41-year-old Marine veteran running for Senate in
Maine, has survived scandals (including an old Waffen-SS-style tattoo and leaked sexts) that would have
sunk earlier candidates. James Talarico, a Christian progressive Democrat, is running in Texas. Both
prove that Bernie Sanders-style left populism still has serious electoral pull.

How To Think About It

The Democratic establishment keeps repeating 'when they go low, we go high' — Michelle Obama's
mantra about taking the moral high ground. Luce's point is that this only works if voters trust you to
actually deliver. For Gen Z, that trust is gone, and lectures about decorum sound like the people who
broke the system telling them not to complain too loudly.

e Imagine a coach whose team has lost ten games in a row insisting the players keep wearing
matching ties on the bus. The dress code isn't the problem — the losing is. Gen Z hears 'civility' the
same way: a distraction from results.

» It's also like a band whose lead singer keeps playing the hits from forty years ago. The 'boomer
playbook' of moderate, market-friendly liberalism feels to younger voters like a setlist from before
they were born — technically competent, emotionally irrelevant.

Key Things To Know

e A Cato Institute poll last year found nearly a third of Americans under 30 view 'communism'
favourably, and roughly two-thirds look kindly on socialism.

e Mamdani won the New York mayoralty on a democratic-socialist platform; AOC remains the most
prominent left-wing voice in Congress; Platner in Maine is polling well enough to threaten Susan
Collins despite multiple scandals.

» The split inside the Democratic Party isn't really about policy — it's philosophical. Establishment
Democrats spent moral capital opposing Trump and worry a Platner-style nominee could cost them
winnable Senate seats.

o There's a parallel realignment on the right: younger MAGA Republicans like the audiences of Tucker
Carlson and Candace Owens are openly hostile to Israel, breaking with older Republican orthodoxy.

o The cliché that Gen Z is just 'entitled and ignorant' misses what's actually driving them — there is
nothing un-serious about wanting affordable housing, fearing Al's impact on your earnings, or
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rejecting the "‘peace and love' framing of an older America they don't recognise.

Why It Matters

If you're a high-schooler in the US, this is the political environment you'll vote in. The candidates
winning Gen Z aren't promising small tweaks — they're promising rent freezes, single-payer healthcare,
taxes on the ultra-wealthy, and a foreign policy that breaks sharply with both parties' recent past.
Whether those promises work or backfire will shape the job market, college affordability, and housing
costs you'll face in your twenties.

The Bigger Picture

Luce's warning to his own side is blunt: simply opposing Trump won't be enough to win Gen Z loyalty,
and even retaking the House in 2026 may not be sufficient by 2028. America has been here before — the
late 1960s, which Luce explicitly invokes, also produced a generation that distrusted institutions and
reshaped both parties for decades. Watch for second-order effects: Democrats moving left on
economics, Republicans fracturing over Israel, and a growing share of young voters in both parties who
say they'd accept political violence — a worrying habit, Luce notes, of postponing serious thought until
after the next election.
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3. Key Terms Glossary

Democratic socialist
Someone who wants to keep democracy and elections but use government far more aggressively to
redistribute wealth, provide public services, and regulate markets. In the US, the label is associated
with Bernie Sanders, AOC and Mamdani.

Populism
A political style that frames politics as 'the people' versus a corrupt elite. It can come from the left
(billionaires are the enemy) or the right (immigrants and globalists are the enemy).

GenZ

Roughly those born between the late 1990s and the early 2010s — the generation now entering the
electorate and the workforce.

MAGA

'Make America Great Again' — the populist-nationalist movement built around Donald Trump. Luce
notes a younger MAGA wing is breaking with older Republican stances, especially on Israel.

AIPAC
The American Israel Public Affairs Committee, a powerful lobby that backs pro-Israel US politicians.
Several younger Democrats, including Platner, have pledged to refuse its money.

Virtue signalling
Publicly displaying your moral values mostly to be seen doing so, rather than because it changes
anything. Luce accuses establishment Democrats of doing this when they lecture voters on ethics.

Second-order effect

A knock-on consequence of an action — not what happens immediately, but what happens because of
what happens.
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4. Reading Comprehension Quiz

Circle the best answer for each question.

Q1. The passage most directly argues that:
(OA) GenZvoters have studied socialist theory in unusual depth.
(OB) Democratic moralism fails when voters no longer trust the system.
(OC) Donald Trump's unpopularity guarantees a Democratic majority in 2028.
(OD) Republican voters have largely abandoned support for Israel.

Q2. According to the passage, Graham Platner's political survival is significant because:
(OA) He has secured the endorsement of Senator Susan Collins.
O B) He represents a Christian progressive movement in Texas.
(OC) Scandals that would once have ended a campaign have not stopped him.
(OD) Heis the first socialist ever to run statewide in Maine.

Q3. Which choice best states the central idea of the passage?
(OA) The Democratic Party must engage with Gen Z's deep scepticism, not just preach virtue, to win their
loyalty.
(OB) Socialism in America is a passing youth fad that will fade as Gen Z enters the workforce.
(OC) Both parties are converging on identical economic policies aimed at younger voters.
(OD) American foreign policy toward Israel is the single most important issue for Gen Z voters.

Q4. As used in the passage, the word 'potent’ most nearly means:
OA) toxic
O B) influential
(OC) ancient
(OD) medical

Q5. As used in the passage, the phrase 'moral capital' most nearly means:
(OA) money raised from religious donors
(OB) credibility earned by taking ethical stands
(OC) the capital city of a moralistic country
(OD) profits from ethical investments

Q6. Which statement about the right-wing realignment described in the passage can most reasonably
be inferred?
(OA) Older and younger Republicans now disagree visibly over support for Israel.
(OB) Tucker Carlson has formally joined the Democratic Party.
(OC) Republican voters under 30 have become more pro-Israel than their parents.
(OD) The Republican Party has officially abandoned its pro-Israel platform.

Q7. The passage suggests that the Democratic establishment's strategy of relying on anti-Trump
messaging will:
(OA) guarantee a sweeping victory in the 2028 presidential election.
(OB) be insufficient to secure lasting young-voter loyalty.
O C) alienate moderate Republicans who oppose Trump.
(OD) convince Gen Z that capitalism still works.
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Q8. The author's overall tone is best described as:
(OA) celebratory and enthusiastic
(OB) dismissive and mocking
(OC) concerned and analytical
(OD) neutral and uninvolved

Q9. It can most reasonably be inferred that the author believes Gen Z's political views are rooted in:
(OA) ignorance of basic economics taught in school.
(OB) material concerns like housing costs and job security.
(OC) acoordinated foreign disinformation campaign.
(OD) loyalty to the 'peace and love' politics of the 1960s.

Q10.Which choice provides the best evidence for the answer to the previous question?
(OA) 'Athird of Americans under 30 view communism favourably.'
B) 'Itis not hippie to wish for affordable housing or to fear Al's impact on your earnings.'
(OC) 'Older Republicans tend to be Israel right or wrong.'
(OD) 'Democrats will not get many more chances to show they can deliver.’

My Score: /10
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5. Answer Key with Explanations

Q1. The passage most directly argues that:

Answer: B

The passage's core claim is that 'going high' only works if voters believe the system can deliver, and Gen Z no longer
does — so moral lectures backfire. C is wrong (Trap A, right scope wrong direction): the passage explicitly says
opposing Trump is NOT enough to win young loyalty. SAT Tip: For main-idea questions, pick the option that
captures the author's argument, not a fact the author merely mentions in passing.

Q2. According to the passage, Graham Platner's political survival is significant because:

Answer: C

The passage notes Platner has weathered controversies — a Waffen-SS-style tattoo and leaked extramarital texts —
that would have sunk candidates in earlier cycles. B is wrong (Trap B, right vocabulary wrong combination): the
Christian progressive description belongs to James Talarico in Texas, not Platner in Maine. SAT Tip: When options
mix up named people, go back and match each detail to the specific person the passage attaches it to.

Q3. Which choice best states the central idea of the passage?
Answer: A

The author repeatedly stresses that moralising is not enough and that Democrats must reckon with the volatile
politics of the young. B is wrong (Trap C, plausible-but-unsupported): the passage actually warns the opposite —
dismissing this as youthful misquidedness is precisely what Luce criticises. SAT Tip: A central-idea answer should
fit the entire passage; if an option only matches one paragraph, it's probably too narrow.

Q4. As used in the passage, the word 'potent’ most nearly means:

Answer: B

The passage says Sanders-style left populism is 'still potent,' meaning it still has real political power and pull. A is
wrong (Trap B, common meaning trap): ‘potent’ often suggests something poisonous or harmful in everyday use,
but here it describes effectiveness. SAT Tip: On vocab-in-context, substitute each option into the sentence — only
the one that preserves the original meaning is correct.

Q5. As used in the passage, the phrase 'moral capital' most nearly means:

Answer: B

Establishment Democrats are described as having spent their ‘'moral capital' opposing Trump — meaning they used
up the credibility they built from taking principled stands. A is wrong (Trap B, vocabulary in wrong combination):
‘capital’ here is metaphorical, not financial. SAT Tip: When a financial-sounding word appears in a political
passage, check whether it's being used as a metaphor before assuming the literal meaning.

Q6. Which statement about the right-wing realignment described in the passage can most reasonably
be inferred?

Answer: A

The passage explicitly states older Republicans tend to be right or wrong on Israel while younger MAGA voices like
Carlson and Owens are routinely hostile — a clear generational split. C is wrong (Trap A, opposite direction): the
passage says the reverse — younger Republicans are more hostile to Israel, not more supportive. SAT Tip: On
inference questions, beware of options that flip the direction of a relationship described in the text.
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Q7. The passage suggests that the Democratic establishment's strategy of relying on anti-Trump
messaging will:

Answer: B

Luce argues that simply opposing Trump won't be enough to earn Gen Z's loyalty and may not even deliver the
Senate in 2028. A is wrong (Trap A, opposite direction): the passage warns this strategy will likely fail, not succeed.
SAT Tip: When the passage uses cautious phrases like 'may not be enough' or "insufficient,' the correct answer
usually mirrors that hedged, pessimistic tone.

Q8. The author's overall tone is best described as:

Answer: C

Luce takes Gen Z's frustrations seriously while warning his own side that they are misreading the moment — that's
the voice of a worried analyst, not a cheerleader or a cynic. B is wrong (Trap C, plausible but unsupported): the
author explicitly criticises those who dismiss Gen Z as 'entitled' or 'ignorant." SAT Tip: For tone questions, look at
the adjectives the author uses about each side — they reveal sympathy and scepticism more reliably than the topic
itself.

Q9. It can most reasonably be inferred that the author believes Gen Z's political views are rooted in:

Answer: B

The passage names affordable housing and fear of Al's impact on earnings as serious, rational concerns driving
young voters — and rejects the ‘youthful misguidedness' framing. D is wrong (Trap B, vocabulary in wrong
combination): the passage uses the ‘peace and love' phrase to describe what Gen Z explicitly does NOT identify
with. SAT Tip: When a phrase from the passage shows up in an answer choice, check whether the passage endorses
or rejects that phrase.

Q10.Which choice provides the best evidence for the answer to the previous question?

Answer: B

This line directly identifies housing and Al-driven income worries as legitimate material concerns, supporting the
previous answer. A is wrong (Trap C, true but off-topic): the polling stat is interesting but doesn't explain WHY
young people feel that way. SAT Tip: On evidence-pairing questions, find the line that specifically explains your
previous answer — broad context lines are tempting but usually wrong.
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