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1. Reading Passage

China is quietly rebuilding the world's largest surveillance network — and the upgrade has less to
do with adding cameras than with giving the existing ones a brain. According to an analysis of more
than a dozen government procurement documents by the Financial Times, local Chinese
authorities are buying a new generation of Al-enabled cameras and software that can interpret
behavior in real time. Instead of merely recording, the new systems flag erratic driving, growing
crowds, unauthorized entry, and even people leaning over bridges in ways that suggest suicidal
intent. Beijing is pushing police forces toward what officials call predictive policing: acting on
patterns before incidents occur, not after.

The overhaul is significant because the previous system, built roughly a decade ago, had become
outdated. It was reactive — designed to identify specific people on a watchlist by sending footage
to centralized data centers — and it struggled to interpret the intent of anyone not already being
monitored. Minxin Pei, an expert on Chinese governance at Claremont McKenna College, told the
Financial Times that the old network was poor at understanding what people were planning. The
new generation, by contrast, runs computer vision and large language models directly on the
cameras themselves, allowing officers to search video by typing prompts such as 'a woman wearing
a red hat' rather than scrubbing through hours of footage.

The scale of deployment is uneven but expanding. A procurement document from Yaodu, a town in
Sichuan, allocated about Rmb900,000 (roughly S$132,455) for 175 high-definition cameras with an
intelligent video analysis system.' A separate tender in Datong called for cameras that could
identify a person's gender, posture, and clothing. Hikvision and Huawei, the two Chinese firms
leading the upgrade, are producing devices powered by semiconductors capable enough to run Al
workloads locally — a shift that makes the systems more responsive while also reducing
dependence on cloud servers and trimming computing costs.

But here's the catch: this is not the lavish, ground-up build that created China's original
surveillance apparatus. Analysts estimated the first generation cost Chinese authorities roughly
Rmb500bn in the mid-2010s. Today's tenders are far more modest, ranging from just under
Rmblmn to about RmblOmn per district, because authorities are layering Al onto existing
infrastructure rather than starting from scratch. Some local governments are even keeping old
cameras and simply swapping out intermediary servers for so-called 'Al PCs' that handle video
processing on-site, cutting cloud bills further.

The political backdrop matters. In 2024, Public Security Minister Wang Xiaohong issued a directive
ordering police to upgrade equipment and move toward predictive policing. The push followed a
string of violent incidents in Chinese cities that experts have linked to a mental health crisis
worsened by pandemic-era lockdowns and a weakening economy. The Chinese government has
already used surveillance heavily in Xinjiang to monitor the Uyghur minority; human rights groups
warn that smarter Al cameras could give the state unprecedented power to shape public behavior
across the country. Industry insiders note that initial deployments are concentrated in dense city
zones, around military facilities, and near government buildings — exactly the places where Beijing
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prizes control. Whether the rest of the world treats this as a warning, a model, or both will depend
on debates that are only just beginning.
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2. Explanation

Imagine typing 'woman in a red hat' into a search bar — and pulling up every camera that
spotted her in the last 24 hours. That's China's new normal.

What's Going On?

China is rebuilding the world's largest surveillance network — hundreds of millions of cameras strung
across its cities — by stuffing modern Al into the hardware. A Financial Times analysis of more than a
dozen procurement documents found local governments quietly buying new cameras and software that
don't just record footage but interpret it: flagging erratic drivers, crowd build-ups, people climbing
bridge rails, or anyone wandering near a military base.

The old system, built around a decade ago, was reactive. It could match a face to a watchlist but
couldn't really 'understand' what it was seeing. The new generation embeds computer vision and large
language models directly on the camera, so officers can search footage with text prompts instead of
scrubbing through hours of video. Companies like Hikvision and Huawei are leading the rollout, with
Public Security Minister Wang Xiaohong pushing predictive policing after a wave of violent incidents in
2024.

How To Think About It

The shift isn't 'more cameras.' It's the same cameras getting a brain transplant — moving from a
recorder to an analyst.

« Think of the old system like a library with no catalog: every book (every clip) exists, but finding the
one you want means reading them all. The new system is more like Google for video — type what
you want, get the moment.

e Or picture a stadium full of security guards who only act when an alarm goes off, versus the same
guards now whispering predictions into each other's earpieces about which fan looks like trouble
before anything happens. The eyes didn't change. The judgment did.

Key Things To Know

e One tender in Yaodu, Sichuan, allocates Rmb900,000 (about $132,455) for 175 high-definition
cameras with an 'intelligent video analysis system.’

» Cameras now process video on the device itself, instead of shipping it to centralized data centers —
that's faster and cheaper, since cloud bills drop too.

» Hikvision and Huawei have released products built on powerful semiconductors that can run large
language models locally on the camera.

e The 2024 push came from Public Security Minister Wang Xiaohong, after analysts linked a spike in
random street violence to pandemic-era mental health strain and a weak economy.

« Common misconception: this isn't a brand-new $300bn build-out. Tenders are modest — roughly
Rmblm to RmblOm per district — because authorities are layering Al onto existing cameras, not
starting from scratch.
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Why It Matters

Whatever country you live in, the technology being battle-tested in Chinese cities — on-device Al that
watches, judges, and predicts — will shape global debates about privacy, policing, and what
governments are allowed to know about you. UK agencies have already been stripping Hikvision
cameras from sensitive sites. Schools, stadiums, and shopping malls in the US and Europe use similar
tech. The questions you'll vote on as adults — facial recognition bans, predictive-policing laws, whether
Al can flag you as 'suspicious' — start with cases like this one.

The Bigger Picture

China has used its surveillance network heavily in Xinjiang to control the Uyghur minority, and now the
same toolkit is being supercharged nationwide. Watch for three knock-on effects: export competition
(Chinese Al-camera firms selling cheaper kit abroad), Western regulatory backlash, and a quieter trend
— police forces everywhere realizing they can keep old cameras and just swap the brains behind them.
That makes mass Al surveillance dramatically cheaper to roll out, which means it spreads faster than
the politics around it can catch up.
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3. Key Terms Glossary

Predictive policing
The use of data and algorithms to forecast where crimes or unrest might happen — and to act before
they do, rather than only responding after the fact.

Computer vision
A branch of Al that trains computers to interpret images and video: recognizing objects, people,
gestures, or behavior the way a human would.

Large language model (LLM)
An Al system trained on huge amounts of text that can understand and generate human-like language
— here used to let police search video with written prompts.

Procurement document

A public or semi-public contract or tender showing what a government agency is buying, from whom,
and for how much. Useful for reporters tracking what states actually spend money on.

Edge processing / on-device
Running Al computation on the camera or device itself instead of sending data to a remote data
center. It's faster, uses less bandwidth, and can be cheaper at scale.

Tender
An official invitation for companies to bid on a government contract. Reviewing tenders is how
journalists and analysts learn what's being purchased and at what price.

Hikvision
A Chinese company that is one of the world's biggest makers of surveillance cameras and
video-analytics software.

Social stability
A Chinese government term for keeping public order and preventing protests, unrest, or dissent —
often invoked to justify surveillance and policing tools.
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4. Reading Comprehension Quiz

Circle the best answer for each question.

Q1. The passage most directly argues that China's surveillance overhaul represents which type of
change?
(OA) Amassive expansion in the total number of cameras installed nationwide
O B) A shift from reactive footage review to automated analysis and prediction
O C) Aretreat from public surveillance amid economic and budget pressure
(OD) Areplacement of domestic suppliers with foreign Al camera makers

Q2. According to the passage, why was China's previous surveillance system considered inadequate?
(OA) Itcollected too much data for human officers to legally review
(OB) Itrelied on outdated hardware and could not interpret behavior or intent
(OC) Itdepended on foreign chips that became unavailable after sanctions
(OD) It waslimited to a few major cities and missed rural areas entirely

Q3. Which choice best states the central idea of the passage?
(OA) Chinese tech companies are losing global market share to US rivals
(OB) Alis being grafted onto China's existing surveillance network cheaply and quickly
(OC) Public protests have forced Beijing to scale back its policing ambitions
(OD) Facial recognition technology has reached the limits of its usefulness

Q4. As used in the passage, the word 'reactive’ most nearly means
O A) chemically unstable when exposed to air
(OB) responding only after an event has occurred
O C) emotionally sensitive to public criticism
(OD) actively defending against outside threats

Q5. As used in the passage, the word 'tender' most nearly means
(OA) an emotionally gentle gesture
(OB) asoft or easily chewed texture
(OC) aformalbid or contract offer
(OD) asmall boat that services a ship

Q6. Which statement about Chinese local governments can most reasonably be inferred from the
passage?
(OA) They are facing budget pressures that shape how they upgrade surveillance
(OB) They are required by law to replace all cameras every five years
(OC) They have stopped purchasing equipment from Hikvision entirely
(OD) They share all surveillance footage with foreign intelligence agencies

Q7. The passage suggests that Beijing's 2024 surveillance directive was issued primarily in response to
(OA) awave of cyberattacks targeting government databases
(OB) aspike in violent incidents linked to social and economic strain
O C) international pressure to improve human rights protections
(OD) ashortage of trained police officers in rural provinces
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Q8. The author's overall tone in the passage is best described as
(OA) alarmed and openly condemnatory
B) informed, analytical, and quietly skeptical
@) y quietly skep
C) celebratory of Chinese technological progress
O ry gical prog
(OD) uncertain and largely speculative throughout

Q9. Which statement about on-device Al processing can most reasonably be inferred from the passage?
(OA) ltincreases the cost of running large surveillance systems
(OB) It makes surveillance systems faster and cheaper than fully centralized ones
(OC) Itrequires every camera to be replaced with imported hardware
(OD) It eliminates the need for any human officers in policing

Q10.Which choice provides the best evidence for the answer to the previous question?
(OA) ‘authorities are layering new Al onto existing infrastructure'
O B) ‘'workloads are handled at the point of capture rather than being sent back to centralized data centres'
(OC) 'budgets ranged from just under Rmblmn to about Rmb10mn per district’
(OD) 'police no longer have to manually review footage'

My Score: /10
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5. Answer Key with Explanations

Q1. The passage most directly argues that China's surveillance overhaul represents which type of
change?

Answer: B

The passage repeatedly stresses that the old system was reactive and that new cameras interpret scenes, predict
behavior, and issue alerts automatically — that's the core change. A is wrong (TRAP C: true-sounding but the
passage says authorities are upgrading existing cameras, not adding more). SAT Tip: When a question asks for the
‘central' change, look for the contrast the author keeps returning to — here, old=reactive vs. new=predictive.

Q2. According to the passage, why was China's previous surveillance system considered inadequate?

Answer: B

The passage states the old network ran on aging hardware, sent footage to central servers, and was 'reactive' —
good at matching watchlists but not at understanding intent. C is the main trap (TRAP C: plausible real-world fact
but never mentioned in the passage). SAT Tip: Inadequate-because questions are answered by looking for the
author's diagnosis, not for any reasonable real-world cause you can imagine.

Q3. Which choice best states the central idea of the passage?
Answer: B

The passage emphasizes that authorities are layering Al onto existing infrastructure with relatively modest tenders
(RmbIm~-10m per district) rather than rebuilding from scratch. C reverses the passage's direction (TRAP A: right
scope, wrong direction — Beijing is expanding, not retreating). SAT Tip: For 'central idea' questions, the right
answer covers the whole passage; if an option only fits one paragraph, it's too narrow.

Q4. As used in the passage, the word 'reactive' most nearly means

Answer: B

In context, 'reactive’ describes a system that responds to incidents after they happen rather than anticipating them
— contrasted with the new predictive system. A is the classic vocab trap (TRAP B: the chemistry meaning, the most
common dictionary sense, but wrong here). SAT Tip: On vocab-in-context, substitute each option into the original
sentence — only the right answer keeps the sentence's meaning intact.

Q5. As used in the passage, the word 'tender’' most nearly means

Answer: C

The passage uses 'tender' to mean a government purchasing contract — for example, the Datong police tender for
Al cameras. A is the everyday meaning (TRAP B: a real definition of the word, but not the passage's sense). SAT Tip:
When a word has many meanings, the SAT almost always tests the less common one — the obvious meaning is
usually a trap.

Q6. Which statement about Chinese local governments can most reasonably be inferred from the
passage?

Answer: A

The passage notes tenders are ‘modest’ compared with the original build-out and that some agencies keep old
cameras to cut costs — implying budget constraints. C contradicts the passage (TRAP A: right topic, wrong direction
— Hikvision is still a major supplier). SAT Tip: Inferences must be the smallest step beyond what's stated; if an
option requires extra assumptions, it's wrong.
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Q7. The passage suggests that Beijing's 2024 surveillance directive was issued primarily in response to
Answer: B

The passage explicitly ties the 2024 directive from Minister Wang Xiaohong to a rise in street violence connected to
a mental health crisis worsened by lockdowns and economic weakness. C reverses the actual dynamic (TRAP A:
opposite cause — international pressure would push the other direction). SAT Tip: Cause-effect inferences should
match the exact sequence the passage gives — not a plausible-sounding alternative.

Q8. The author's overall tone in the passage is best described as

Answer: B

The author reports facts and figures carefully, cites experts who raise concerns, and notes that the system can
‘predict unrest' — neutral on the surface but with clear analytical edge. A overstates it (TRAP B: uses the passage's
serious vocabulary but exaggerates the emotion). SAT Tip: For tone questions, look at how the author chooses to
describe things, not what the topic is — a serious topic can still be reported in a measured tone.

Q9. Which statement about on-device Al processing can most reasonably be inferred from the passage?

Answer: B

The passage explains that on-device processing means workloads happen at the camera instead of central data
centers, which is more responsive and lets agencies cut cloud computing bills. D overstates (TRAP B: uses passage
vocabulary about reducing manual review, but ‘eliminates’ goes too far). SAT Tip: Watch for absolute words like
‘eliminates,' 'always,’ never' in answer choices — they're usually a sign of an overreach trap.

Q10.Which choice provides the best evidence for the answer to the previous question?

Answer: B

Option B directly states that processing now happens on the camera rather than in central data centers — the
exact claim being inferred. D is tempting but supports a different claim about manual review, not about cost and
speed (TRAP B: same passage vocabulary, wrong combination). SAT Tip: On evidence-pairing questions, lock in
your previous answer first, then find the line that matches it most literally — don't be lured by quotes that just
sound related.
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