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1.  Reading Passage

The English Premier League season just  ended like a  Hollywood script:  a  title  race settled on the
final day, a refereeing scandal involving video assistants, and a 'spying' controversy at Southampton
that  ended  with  the  club  being  expelled  from  the  play-offs  and  fined  £200mn.  English  clubs
reached  the  finals  of  all  three  major  pan-European  competitions  —  Aston  Villa  lifted  the  Europa
League, Crystal Palace are bound for the Conference League play-off, and newly crowned domestic
champions  Arsenal  will  face  Paris  Saint-Germain  in  the  Champions  League  final.  And  yet,  the
Financial Times argues, the league's contribution to Britain itself can still go under-appreciated.

The numbers are striking. Premier League clubs generate roughly £10bn a year in gross value added
to the UK — a 14-fold increase since the 1998/99 season,  according to Ernst & Young.  Clubs and
players,  who  earn  on  average  more  than  £4mn  a  year,  contribute  £4.4bn  in  annual  tax  revenue,
equivalent  to  the  salaries  of  more  than  100,000  NHS  nurses.  The  league  supports  an  estimated
104,500 jobs. In the 2023/24 season alone, it pulled in £1.7bn in international broadcast revenue —
roughly matching the rest of the UK television sector combined.

But here's the catch: this kind of dominance is recent. When the top tier launched in 1992, English
football was crawling out of a 1980s nadir of hooliganism and crumbling stadiums. Higher quality on
the  pitch  and  a  more  polished  product  on  screen  fuelled  a  renaissance,  attracting  billions  of
viewers and, with them, international investors. Foreign money allowed English clubs to outspend
Europe's other leagues; this season, transfer spending hit a record £3.1bn — more than the Italian,
German, French and Spanish leagues combined. The women's game has seen rising attendance and
revenue  too,  and  stadium-led  regeneration  projects  from  Brighton  to  Manchester  have  helped
revive city neighbourhoods well beyond London.

The league is also one of Britain's most powerful exports of image. Surveys by Yonder Consulting
suggest  close  to  90  per  cent  of  international  viewers  say  the  Premier  League  improves  their
perception of Britain. The league, the FT notes, is often more renowned globally than older British
icons such as Oxbridge, the BBC and even the monarchy — a sentence that, a generation ago, would
have been unthinkable.

The  story  isn't  all  upbeat.  Fans  complain  about  soaring  ticket  prices.  Governance  concerns  dog
wealthy foreign owners — Abu Dhabi-backed Manchester City, the country's dominant club, faces
over  100 charges of  alleged financial-rules  breaches.  And the cruel  irony lingers:  England's  men's
national  team  has  not  won  a  major  international  trophy  since  1966.  Still,  when  Britain's  wider
economic and cultural clout on the world stage looks to be waning, the Premier League stands out
as  a  rare  rising  asset.  Britain,  the  FT  concludes,  is  not  good  at  celebrating  its  successes  —  but
football is one that it should.
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2.  Explanation

While  Britain  frets  about  industrial  decline  and  a  fading  global  role,  one  homegrown  product
keeps conquering the planet — and it isn't tea, finance, or even the BBC. It's football.

What's Going On?
The 2024/25 Premier League season ended in cinematic fashion: a title race decided on the final day, a

refereeing scandal, and English clubs reaching the finals of all three big European competitions. Aston

Villa  won the Europa League,  Crystal  Palace are headed for  the Conference League play-off,  and new

domestic champions Arsenal will face Paris Saint-Germain in the Champions League.

But  the  Financial  Times  argues  the  league's  economic  punch  is  even  bigger  than  its  sporting  one.

Premier  League  clubs  generate  roughly  £10bn  a  year  in  gross  value  added  to  the  UK  economy  —  a

14-fold  jump  since  1998/99  —  contribute  £4.4bn  in  taxes  (enough  to  pay  more  than  100,000  NHS

nurses), and support around 104,500 jobs.

How To Think About It
The  Premier  League  is  less  a  sports  league  than  a  globally  franchised  cultural  product  —  closer  in

business model to Hollywood than to a normal industry.

• Like Hollywood blockbusters: production happens in one country (England), but most ticket-buyers

are abroad. In 2023/24 the league earned £1.7bn in international broadcast revenue alone — roughly

equal to the rest of the UK television sector combined.

• Like  luxury  fashion  houses  (Hermès,  LVMH):  scarcity  plus  prestige  lets  the  product  charge  a

premium that competitors — Italy's Serie A, Germany's Bundesliga, France's Ligue 1, Spain's La Liga

— simply  cannot  match.  Premier  League  clubs  spent  £3.1bn  on  player  transfers  this  season,  more

than those four leagues combined.

Key Things To Know
• Scale: the league supports an estimated 104,500 jobs and contributes £4.4bn in UK tax revenue.

• Mechanism:  rising  prestige  attracts  foreign  investors,  who  fund  bigger  transfer  budgets,  which

attract better players and managers, which raises prestige further — a flywheel.

• Soft power: Yonder Consulting surveys suggest close to 90% of international viewers say the league

improves their perception of Britain, ranking it alongside Oxbridge, the BBC, and the monarchy.

• Dark  side:  Abu  Dhabi-backed  Manchester  City  —  a  dominant  force  in  England  —  faces  over  100

charges of alleged financial-rules breaches. Fans also complain about soaring ticket prices.

• The irony:  despite  the  club  game's  dominance,  England's  men's  national  team hasn't  won a  major

international trophy since 1966.

Why It Matters
If you're thinking about careers — in media, data analytics, marketing, law, urban planning, or finance —

sport is now a serious sector, not a hobby industry. The Premier League also shapes how the rest of the

world sees Britain, which in turn affects everything from tourism to whether foreign students apply to
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UK universities.  When a  country's  biggest  cultural  export  is  something teenagers  actually  watch,  that

matters.

The Bigger Picture
Britain's  traditional  sources  of  global  clout  —  empire,  manufacturing,  even  the  City  of  London

post-Brexit — are all in long-term decline. The Premier League is one of the few areas where the UK is

genuinely world-leading and still  growing.  Watch for two second-order effects:  regulatory fights over

how clubs are owned and financed (especially state-backed ownership), and pressure from rival leagues

— particularly Saudi Arabia's Pro League — trying to copy the formula by buying their way in.
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3.  Key Terms Glossary

Gross value added (GVA)
The economic value an industry generates, measured as the value of what it produces minus the cost
of the inputs (materials, services) used to produce it. Roughly: an industry's contribution to GDP.

Soft power
A country's  ability  to  influence others  through attraction — its  culture,  brands,  ideas — rather  than
through military or economic coercion ('hard power'). Coined by political scientist Joseph Nye.

Renaissance (here)
A revival  or rebirth.  In context,  the Premier League's transformation from the hooliganism-plagued,
crumbling-stadium era of the late 1980s into a globally dominant product.

International broadcast revenue
Money paid by TV networks outside the UK for the rights to show Premier League matches in their
countries. A pure export — money flowing INTO Britain from abroad.

Grassroots football
Football played at the community and amateur level — local clubs, youth teams, school leagues — as
opposed  to  the  professional  elite.  Premier  League  revenues  partly  fund  it  via  mandatory
contributions.

Urban regeneration
The redevelopment of  a  run-down city  area,  often using a  major  project  (like  a  new stadium) as  an
anchor to attract restaurants, housing, transport links, and jobs.

Marginal advantage
A  small  competitive  edge.  The  article  notes  that  even  slim  edges  can  tempt  clubs  into  extreme
behaviour, like spying on rivals' training sessions.
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4.  Reading Comprehension Quiz

Circle the best answer for each question.

Q1. The passage most directly argues that:
A) The  Premier  League  is  overrated  as  a  sporting  competition  and  should  not  be  taken  so  seriously  by

British policymakers.
B) The Premier League's economic and cultural contribution to Britain is significant but underappreciated

at home.
C) The  Premier  League  will  inevitably  decline  because  of  corruption,  rising  ticket  prices,  and  foreign

ownership.
D) Britain's national football team should be funded by Premier League profits to win another major trophy.

Q2. Which choice best states the central idea of the passage?
A) English  clubs  dominate  European  football  because  they  spend  more  money  on  transfers  than  other

leagues.
B) The  Premier  League  illustrates  how  a  single  industry  can  drive  jobs,  tax  revenue,  and  national

reputation.
C) Foreign investors have corrupted English football and pushed ordinary fans out of the stadiums.
D) Britain's economy depends almost entirely on the continued global success of the Premier League.

Q3. According  to  the  passage,  the  Premier  League's  £1.7bn  in  international  broadcast  revenue  in

2023/24 was notable because:
A) It made up the largest single source of income for Premier League clubs that season.
B) It roughly equaled the revenue of the entire rest of the UK television sector combined.
C) It was greater than the transfer spending of all rival European leagues put together.
D) It came almost entirely from viewers in the United States and China.

Q4. As used in the passage, the word 'spectacle' most nearly means:
A) A pair of corrective eyeglasses worn for reading.
B) An embarrassing or shameful public display by an individual.
C) An impressive, large-scale visual and entertainment experience.
D) A formal scientific demonstration performed before an audience.

Q5. As used in the passage, the word 'formidable' most nearly means:
A) Frightening in a way that discourages opposition or approach.
B) Powerful and impressive in scale or capability.
C) Difficult to understand without specialized training.
D) Old-fashioned and respected because of long tradition.

Q6. It can most reasonably be inferred from the passage that the Premier League's commercial success

has:
A) Eliminated financial difficulties at all twenty top-flight English football clubs.
B) Created incentives that can push clubs toward both heavy investment and rule-breaking.
C) Made the England men's national team the strongest international side in world football.
D) Reduced ticket prices for ordinary fans by spreading costs to overseas broadcasters.
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Q7. The passage suggests that, compared with other British institutions, the Premier League:
A) Generates less tax revenue but produces stronger international brand recognition than they do.
B) Is sometimes seen abroad as a more recognizable symbol of Britain than older institutions are.
C) Has replaced the BBC and the monarchy as the primary source of British soft power overseas.
D) Receives far more government funding than universities, broadcasters, or the royal family.

Q8. The author's overall tone in discussing the Premier League is best described as:
A) Skeptical and worried about the league's long-term future prospects.
B) Admiring but willing to acknowledge serious problems and limits.
C) Detached and purely statistical, avoiding any clear point of view.
D) Celebratory and unwilling to consider any criticisms of the league.

Q9. Which statement about Britain's broader global standing can most reasonably be inferred from the

passage?
A) Britain's overall economic and cultural influence is generally growing in recent years.
B) Britain's overall economic and cultural influence appears to be in relative decline.
C) Britain's reputation abroad depends mostly on its universities and broadcasters.
D) Britain's reputation abroad has been damaged primarily by the Premier League's scandals.

Q10.Which choice provides the best evidence for the answer to the previous question?
A) 'Premier League clubs spent a record £3.1bn on player transfers, more than the Italian, German, French

and Spanish elite leagues combined.'
B) 'When  Britain's  economic  and  cultural  clout  on  the  global  stage  appears  to  be  waning,  the  Premier

League is a rare rising asset.'
C) 'Fans complain of rising ticket prices. There are concerns about how wealthy investors govern clubs.'
D) 'The Premier League season concluding on Sunday has been a thriller.'

My Score:  _______ / 10
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5.  Answer Key with Explanations

Q1. The passage most directly argues that:

Answer: B

The passage repeatedly stresses that the league's economic contribution is large yet 'goes under-appreciated,' and
ends by saying Britain should celebrate it more. Choice C is wrong because, while the passage mentions problems, it
frames the league overall  as a 'rare rising asset'  — that's TRAP A (right scope, wrong direction).  SAT Tip: when a
passage  lists  both  pros  and  cons,  the  main  argument  is  usually  the  one  stated  in  the  opening  and  closing
paragraphs, not the qualifications in the middle.

Q2. Which choice best states the central idea of the passage?

Answer: B

The passage emphasizes the league's £10bn GVA, £4.4bn tax contribution, 104,500 jobs, and global brand effect — a
holistic economic-and-cultural case.  Choice D is wrong because it  overstates the claim; the passage calls  football
one rising asset among others, not the basis of the whole economy. That's TRAP C (extreme version of a real claim).
SAT Tip: central-idea answers are almost never the most dramatic option — extreme words like 'entirely,' 'only,' or
'never' usually mark a trap.

Q3. According  to  the  passage,  the  Premier  League's  £1.7bn  in  international  broadcast  revenue  in

2023/24 was notable because:

Answer: B

The passage explicitly states that the £1.7bn 'roughly equalled the rest of the UK television sector combined.' Choice
C  confuses  two  different  figures  —  transfer  spending  was  £3.1bn,  a  separate  statistic.  That's  TRAP  B  (right
vocabulary, wrong combination). SAT Tip: when a passage throws several numbers at you, the wrong answers often
swap which fact each number describes — go back and match the figure to the exact sentence.

Q4. As used in the passage, the word 'spectacle' most nearly means:

Answer: C

In context, 'spectacle' describes what fuelled the league's renaissance and attracted billions of viewers — clearly a
positive,  large-scale  entertainment  meaning.  Choice  A  is  the  common  everyday  meaning  of  'spectacles'  (glasses)
and  is  the  classic  vocab-in-context  trap.  SAT  Tip:  on  vocab-in-context,  reread  the  sentence  and  substitute  each
option in place of the word — only the one that preserves the sentence's meaning is right.

Q5. As used in the passage, the word 'formidable' most nearly means:

Answer: B

'Formidable' describes the league as a source of soft power — the tone is admiring, not threatening. Choice A is the
dictionary meaning closest to 'fearsome,' which would clash with the passage's positive framing. That's TRAP B (the
word in the wrong shade of meaning). SAT Tip: words often have a neutral-to-positive and a neutral-to-negative
meaning; let the surrounding sentence's tone tell you which the author intends.

Q6. It can most reasonably be inferred from the passage that the Premier League's commercial success

has:

Answer: B

The passage notes record transfer spending alongside Manchester City's 100+ alleged rule breaches and even spying
scandals,  implying  high  stakes  drive  both  investment  and  misconduct.  Choice  C  is  wrong  because  the  passage
explicitly notes England hasn't won a major trophy since 1966. That's TRAP A (right scope, opposite direction). SAT
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Tip:  on  inference  questions,  the  right  answer  is  usually  a  modest,  balanced  claim  —  not  a  sweeping  positive  or
negative.

Q7. The passage suggests that, compared with other British institutions, the Premier League:

Answer: B

The  passage  notes  the  league  is  'often  more  renowned  globally'  than  icons  like  Oxbridge,  the  BBC,  and  the
monarchy. Choice C overstates this by claiming the league has 'replaced' them, which the passage does not say —
TRAP C (real-world-plausible but unsupported). SAT Tip: 'suggests' questions want the most cautious version of the
claim — if the passage says 'sometimes more than,' don't pick an option that says 'has replaced.'

Q8. The author's overall tone in discussing the Premier League is best described as:

Answer: B

The author praises the league's economic clout and global brand while explicitly noting ticket prices,  governance
worries,  City's  charges,  and  the  men's  team's  drought.  Choice  D  ignores  those  criticisms;  choice  A  inverts  the
balance. SAT Tip: when the author both praises and qualifies, look for an option with a 'but' or 'while' built into it —
that mixed-tone option is usually correct.

Q9. Which statement about Britain's broader global standing can most reasonably be inferred from the

passage?

Answer: B

The passage frames the league as a 'rare rising asset' precisely because Britain's wider clout seems to be 'waning' —
implying broader decline. Choice A flatly contradicts this — TRAP A. SAT Tip: pay attention to comparison words
like 'rare,' 'unusual,' or 'exceptional' — they often signal that the surrounding context is the opposite.

Q10.Which choice provides the best evidence for the answer to the previous question?

Answer: B

Choice B explicitly states Britain's global clout is waning while the league rises — the exact basis for Q9's answer.
Choice  A  is  true  and  from  the  passage  but  is  about  transfer  spending,  not  Britain's  overall  standing  —  TRAP  C
(relevant text,  wrong question).  SAT Tip:  on evidence-pairing questions,  find the passage line that  supports  your
previous answer FIRST, then pick the option that matches it word-for-word.
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