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1. Explanation (Ages 14-18)

One in four new cars sold worldwide last year ran on batteries — and researchers now say the
shift away from petrol has crossed a threshold that politics alone can no longer reverse.

What's Going On?

Electric vehicles hit 25% of global new car sales in 2025, and a paper in Nature Communications argues
the world has reached a 'tipping point' — the moment a trend becomes self-sustaining. Sales of
traditional petrol and diesel cars peaked around 2019 and have been falling since, while EV sales have
doubled every 1.5 years globally.

The momentum isn't uniform. China, Europe, and surprising emerging markets like Thailand, Brazil, and
Uruguay are accelerating. The US, meanwhile, is stalling after a political reversal on climate policy —
forcing Western carmakers to scrap over $75 billion worth of all-electric model plans and pivot back
toward hybrids.

How To Think About It

A 'tipping point' in technology means the new product becomes cheaper, better, or more desirable than
the old one — and adoption stops needing a push from governments. Think of it less like a policy win
and more like a phase change in physics: water doesn't gradually become ice, it crosses a threshold.

o Like the smartphone takeover after 2007: once iPhones got good enough, BlackBerry didn't lose
gradually — it collapsed. Once EVs match petrol cars on price, range, and charging speed (UBS calls
this 'triple parity'), combustion engines face the same cliff.

» Like streaming versus DVDs: Netflix didn't need a government mandate to kill Blockbuster. Even US
states hostile to EVs will eventually buy them because Chinese and Korean factories will make them
cheaper than anything with a gas tank.

Key Things To Know

» Norway leads the world: 98% of new cars sold there are electric. Spain and Italy lag at just 8-9%.

e In China, most EVs are already cheaper than comparable petrol cars — the key reason demand
survived when Beijing cut subsidies.

o Transport is the world's second-largest source of greenhouse gas emissions, so this transition
matters enormously for climate targets.

» Emerging-market buyers often aren't motivated by climate at all — they want 'modern' tech, and
their governments want to stop importing expensive foreign oil.

e The common myth: that EV growth depends on subsidies. Researchers found Chinese demand
‘rapidly kicked off again' after subsidies ended, suggesting the market now stands on its own.

Why It Matters

The first car you buy will probably be electric — or at least the choice will be obvious by the time you're
shopping. This shift also reshapes career maps: oil and traditional auto jobs are shrinking while battery
chemistry, charging infrastructure, and software-defined vehicles are booming. And geopolitically,
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countries that dominate batteries (China today) gain the kind of leverage that oil producers had for the
last century.

The Bigger Picture

UBS projects EVs and hybrids will hit 58% of global sales by 2035, up from 23% in 2025. Watch for
second-order effects: petrol stations closing, electricity grids straining under charging demand, legacy
carmakers like Ford and VW potentially going bankrupt or being acquired, and a geopolitical scramble
over lithium, cobalt, and nickel. The US gamble — slowing EV adoption to protect existing industries —
could backfire spectacularly if it leaves Detroit unable to compete with BYD and Hyundai abroad.
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2. Key Terms Glossary

Tipping point
A threshold beyond which a change becomes self-sustaining and effectively irreversible — small
additional pushes produce big, lasting effects.

Triple parity
UBS's term for when EVs match petrol cars on three key metrics simultaneously: purchase cost,
driving range, and charging /refuelling time.

Plug-in hybrid
A car with both a battery (charged from an outlet) and a petrol engine, capable of short electric-only
trips before the engine kicks in.

Internal combustion engine (ICE)

The traditional engine that burns petrol or diesel — what's been under most car hoods for over a
century.

Subsidy
Government money or tax breaks given to encourage a behaviour, like buying an EV. When removed,
demand often dips temporarily.

EV penetration

The percentage of new car sales (or the total car fleet) that is electric — a standard way to measure
how far the transition has progressed.

Self-propelling
A trend that keeps growing on its own momentum, without needing external pushes like government
incentives to continue.

Emerging markets
Economies still industrialising and growing rapidly — like Brazil, Indonesia, or Turkey — typically with
rising middle classes who buy more cars each year.
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3. Reading Comprehension Quiz

Circle the best answer for each question.

Q1. The passage most directly argues that the global shift to electric vehicles is:
(OA) Entirely dependent on continued government subsidies worldwide
(OB) Reaching a self-sustaining threshold despite uneven regional progress
(OC) Slowing significantly as Chinese demand collapses permanently
(OD) Driven primarily by consumer concern about climate emissions

Q2. According to the passage, sales of traditional combustion-engine cars:
(OA) Began declining globally around 2019
(OB) Remain steady in every region except China
(OC) Are projected to recover by 2035 globally
(OD) Fell sharply only after the Middle East conflict

Q3. Which choice best states a central idea about emerging markets in the passage?
(OA) Their consumers buy EVs primarily to reduce carbon emissions
(OB) They produce more EVs domestically than China currently does
(OC) Their EV demand is driven by modernisation and energy independence
(OD) Their governments oppose EVs to protect domestic oil industries

Q4. As used in the passage, the word 'forced’ (in 'that's a forced market') most nearly means:
(OA) Violent or coercive
(OB) Artificially propped up
(OC) Required by international law
(OD) Rapidly accelerating naturally

Q5. As used in the passage, "parity’ most nearly means:
(OA) Government regulation
(OB) Equality or equivalence
(OC) Mathematical evenness
(OD) Political compromise

Q6. The passage most strongly suggests that the US strategy of slowing EV adoption could:
(OA) Successfully revive American combustion-engine exports
(OB) Leave US carmakers uncompetitive against foreign EV producers
(OC) Permanently halt the global tipping point in EV adoption
(OD) Force China to abandon its EV export strategy

Q7. Which inference about Chinese EV demand is best supported by the passage?
(OA) It will collapse without renewed government subsidies
(OB) Itis now sustained mainly by EV cost advantages over petrol cars
(OC) Itdepends entirely on rebates that recently expired
(OD) Ithas overtaken every other country in absolute terms
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Q8. The author's overall tone in describing the EV transition is best described as:

oL

o®)

Qo)

Op)

Sceptical and dismissive of expert claims
Cautiously optimistic with attention to nuance
Alarmed about the pace of change

Indifferent to regional differences in adoption

Q9. Which inference about future EV adoption is most strongly supported by the passage?

QA
QB8
Qo
OPD)

Adoption will be faster in countries where EVs are already cheaper than petrol cars
Every country will reach 50% EV sales by 2030

Hybrid vehicles will disappear within five years

Government policy will determine all future growth

Q10.Which choice provides the BEST evidence for the answer to the previous question?

QA
oL
Qo
oD

'EVs accounted for a quarter of new car sales globally in 2025’

'In China most EVs are cheaper than comparable combustion cars'
'Penetration varies significantly by country’'

"Transport will be electrified... but it's really a question of how fast'

My Score: /10
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4. Answer Key with Explanations

Q1. The passage most directly argues that the global shift to electric vehicles is:

Answer: B

The passage repeatedly emphasises a 'tipping point' that is 'self-propelling' even as the US lags. A is wrong (TRAP A:
opposite direction — researchers say demand survived when subsidies ended). SAT Tip: When a question asks about
the central argument, look for claims the author returns to multiple times across the passage, not single
eye-catching facts.

Q2. According to the passage, sales of traditional combustion-engine cars:

Answer: A

The Exeter paper explicitly states traditional car sales 'had begqun to decline from about 2019.' D is the main trap
(TRAP C: the Middle East conflict is mentioned as boosting EVs, but it's not when ICE sales started falling — that's a
real-world sounding answer the passage doesn't support). SAT Tip: For 'according to the passage' questions, the
answer must be directly stated — eliminate any option that requires you to combine two separate facts.

Q3. Which choice best states a central idea about emerging markets in the passage?
Answer: C

Monica Araya is quoted saying drivers want ‘modernisation’ while governments want to reduce reliance on
imported fuel. A is the key trap (TRAP A: opposite direction — Araya explicitly says drivers are NOT conscious of
emissions savings). SAT Tip: When a quoted expert directly contradicts a common assumption, the SAT often turns
that assumption into a wrong answer — trust the passage over your prior beliefs.

Q4. As used in the passage, the word 'forced' (in 'that's a forced market') most nearly means:
Answer: B

Hawes uses 'forced’ to describe a UK market sustained by £10bn in industry discounts and government incentives —
meaning artificially supported. A is the common-meaning trap (TRAP B: 'forced' usually means coerced, but in
context it means propped up). SAT Tip: On vocab-in-context questions, substitute each option back into the
sentence — only the correct answer preserves the original meaning of the surrounding argument.

Q5. As used in the passage, 'parity’ most nearly means:

Answer: B

UBS uses 'triple parity' to describe EVs matching petrol cars on cost, range, and charging — clearly meaning
equivalence. C is the trap (TRAP B: 'parity’ has a maths meaning about even/odd numbers, but here it's about
equivalence between products). SAT Tip: Many SAT vocab words have a technical meaning and a general meaning
— context tells you which is being used; don't pick the one you learned in maths or science class by default.

Q6. The passage most strongly suggests that the US strategy of slowing EV adoption could:
Answer: B

UBS's Hummel says "you're not going to stop innovation' even in adverse markets, and the passage notes Western
carmakers have already lost S75bn redrawing strategy. C is the trap (TRAP A: opposite direction — the whole point
is that the tipping point can't be stopped by US policy). SAT Tip: Inference questions reward modest, hedged claims
over dramatic ones — extreme answers like 'permanently halt' or 'completely reverse' are usually wrong.
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Q7. Which inference about Chinese EV demand is best supported by the passage?
Answer: B

The passage notes most Chinese EVs are cheaper than comparable petrol cars, and that demand "rapidly kicked off
again' after subsidies ended. D is the trap (TRAP C: China likely IS the largest EV market in real life, but the passage
doesn't explicitly compare absolute totals). SAT Tip: A real-world fact you happen to know is irrelevant unless the
passage states or strongly implies it — stick to what's on the page.

Q8. The author's overall tone in describing the EV transition is best described as:

Answer: B

The author cites bullish forecasts but also includes Hawes's warning about 'forced’ markets and notes US stalling —
balanced but leaning positive. A is wrong (TRAP B: the author quotes sceptics, but quoting them isn't the same as
agreeing with them). SAT Tip: Tone questions are about the AUTHOR, not the people quoted — look at how the
author frames and orders information, not the views of individual sources.

Q9. Which inference about future EV adoption is most strongly supported by the passage?

Answer: A

The passage repeatedly links cost parity to demand resilience — China keeps growing because EVs are cheaper
there, while the UK needs discounts. B is the trap (TRAP C: the 58% figure is a 2035 GLOBAL average, not 50% in
every country by 2030). SAT Tip: Watch for answers that swap a global figure for a per-country one, or change the
date — the SAT loves these subtle number-shuffles.

Q10.Which choice provides the BEST evidence for the answer to the previous question?

Answer: B

The previous answer linked cost advantage to faster adoption, and option B directly states the cost advantage in
China — the country with the strongest demand. D is the trap (TRAP B: it sounds relevant and uses passage
vocabulary, but it doesn't specifically support the cost-adoption link). SAT Tip: On evidence-pairing questions, find
the EXACT line that proves your previous answer first, then match — don't pick a quote just because it's on the
same general topic.
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