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1. Explanation

What if the world's most powerful military paused a war not out of mercy or diplomacy, but
because it was quietly running out of the right kind of missiles?

What's Going On?

After a tense round of strikes between the US and Iran, President Trump extended a ceasefire that's
officially being framed as a diplomatic breather. But a new report from the Center for Strategic and
International Studies (CSIS), a major Washington think tank, suggests something less reassuring: the US
has burned through its precision-guided munitions faster than factories can replace them.

Meanwhile, US intelligence leaked to CBS News indicates Iran is far from defeated. Roughly half its
ballistic missiles, two-thirds of its air force, and 60% of its naval Revolutionary Guard fleet remain
operational. So if fighting restarts, both sides still have plenty of fight left — but only one of them has a
global empire of commitments to defend.

How To Think About It

Think of US military stockpiles less like an infinite Amazon warehouse and more like a hospital's blood
bank during a bad flu season. The inventory is finite, every donation takes weeks to replace, and a single
mass-casualty event can drain a region's supply — leaving the rest of the country thinly covered for
whatever happens next. The Pentagon's precision-missile shelves now run on the same arithmetic.

 It's like a phone with 20% battery: you can still make calls, but you start choosing which calls really
matter — Iran today, or a possible Taiwan crisis tomorrow.

o It's also like a hospital running low on a specialized drug. You can't substitute Tylenol for
chemotherapy, and you can't substitute a dumb bomb for a Tomahawk cruise missile.

Key Things To Know
» CSIS estimates rebuilding US precision-munition inventories to pre-conflict levels will take several
years at current production rates.

» The bottleneck isn't money — it's specialized factories, rare components, and supply chains
designed for short wars, not grinding ones.

o The real strategic worry isn't Iran; it's China. Every missile fired at Tehran is one not available to
deter Beijing over Taiwan.

 Iran retains roughly half its ballistic missile arsenal and most of its air force, so a renewed war
would likely be long, not surgical.

e Most people assume US military power is essentially unlimited. The hidden truth is that 'magazine
depth' — how many advanced weapons you actually have — is now a top-tier strategic constraint.

Why It Matters

If you're thinking about careers in engineering, manufacturing, or international relations, this story is
your future job market. The US is about to pour billions into rebuilding its defense industrial base, and
debates over Iran, China, and Ukraine will shape elections, gas prices, and college ROTC programs for
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the next decade. It also reframes a lesson you'll see again and again: raw power means nothing if you
can't sustain it.

The Bigger Picture

Historically, empires don't usually collapse from losing one battle — they erode when their
commitments outrun their capacity. Britain learned this in the 1940s; the Soviets learned it in
Afghanistan. Watch for second-order effects: a US push to reshore weapons manufacturing, pressure
on allies like Japan and South Korea to produce more of their own munitions, and a quieter, more
cautious American foreign policy not because Washington wants restraint, but because the math
demands it.
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2. Key Terms Glossary

Precision-guided munitions (PGMs)

Bombs and missiles equipped with guidance systems (GPS, laser, or radar) that let them hit specific
targets with very high accuracy. Far more expensive and complex than 'dumb’ unguided bombs.

Cruise missile

A long-range, self-propelled guided missile that flies low and follows a programmed path to its target
— like the US Tomahawk, used to strike from hundreds of miles away.

Stockpile

The reserve quantity of weapons a military keeps ready for use. 'Magazine depth' is the slang military
strategists use for how deep that reserve actually goes.

Near-peer competitor

A country whose military capabilities approach those of the US — currently used almost exclusively to
mean China, and sometimes Russia.

Deterrence

The strategy of preventing an enemy from attacking by making them believe the costs of doing so
would outweigh any gains. Requires credible, visible military strength.

CSIS (Center for Strategic and International Studies)
A bipartisan Washington think tank that publishes influential analyses of defense, foreign policy, and
security issues. Its reports often shape congressional debate.

IRGC

Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps — a powerful military branch separate from the regular
army, with its own ground, naval, and missile forces.

Suppression of air defenses

Military operations designed to destroy or disable an enemy's radar and anti-aircraft systems so
friendly aircraft can fly safely. Requires specific, hard-to-replace missiles like the AGM-88.
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3. Reading Comprehension Quiz

Circle the best answer for each question.

Q1. The passage most directly argues that:
(OA) Trump's ceasefire with Iran is purely a diplomatic gesture aimed at peace.
(OB) Material constraints on US weapons may be quietly shaping American strategy.
(OC) Iran has been militarily defeated and poses no further threat to the region.
(OD) The US should immediately resume large-scale strikes against Iranian targets.

Q2. According to the passage, US precision-munition production lines struggle to replenish stockpiles
primarily because:
(OA) Workers in the defense industry have been on strike for several years.
(OB) The Pentagon refuses to fund expansion of weapons manufacturing capacity.
(OC) They were built for shorter campaigns, not sustained high-intensity warfare.
(OD) Foreign sanctions have cut off access to all critical raw materials.

Q3. Which choice best states the central idea of the passage?
(OA) Iran's military has collapsed and the US has won a decisive strategic victory.
(OB) Diplomatic negotiations always fail when one side has greater firepower available.
(OC) US weapons depletion limits American options and complicates future deterrence.
(OD) Modern warfare has become too expensive for any single nation to sustain alone.

Q4. As used in the passage, the word 'granular’ most nearly means:
O A) rough or coarse in physical texture
B) detailed and finely specific in scope
O C) broken into very small loose pieces
(OD) scattered and disorganized in nature

Q5. As used in the passage, the word 'sufficiency’ most nearly means:
(OA) excessive abundance beyond actual requirements
(OB) having enough to meet expected strategic demands
(OC) the quality of being self-important or arrogant
(OD) afeeling of complete personal satisfaction

Q6. Which statement about US-China strategic competition can most reasonably be inferred from the
passage?
(OA) Chinais currently planning an imminent invasion of Taiwan within months.
(OB) The US has already lost its military edge over China in every category.
(OC) Munitions used against Iran reduce the US deterrent posture toward China.
(OD) China secretly supplied Iran with advanced weapons during recent conflicts.

Q7. The passage suggests that the most significant consequence of Iran retaining substantial military
capability is that:
(OA) Iran will likely invade neighboring countries within the next few months.
(OB) Arenewed war would burn through scarce US munitions even faster.
(OC) Israel will be forced to withdraw from all current military operations.
(OD) Global oil prices are guaranteed to triple by the end of this year.
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Q8. The author's tone throughout the passage is best described as:

oL

o®)

Qo)

Op)

alarmed and openly critical of Trump's foreign policy decisions
analytical and measured, emphasizing constraints over judgment
celebratory about American military achievements against Iran
dismissive of expert analysis from think tanks like CSIS

Q9. It can most reasonably be inferred from the passage that the US faces a strategic trade-off

primarily between:

oL
o®)

oo

Op)

fighting Iran now and maintaining readiness for future global crises
supporting Israel publicly and negotiating with Iran behind the scenes
investing in new technology and preserving older legacy weapons systems
domestic political concerns and the demands of international allies

Q10.Which choice provides the best evidence for the answer to the previous question?

on

Qs

Qo

o)

'The official rationale for extending the ceasefire has centered on diplomacy.'

'Tran still possesses a substantial arsenal,’ according to US officials cited.

'Every missile used in a resumed [conflict] is one that cannot be reserved for other contingencies.
'CSIS estimates that rebuilding inventories... will likely take several years.'

My Score: ______ /10
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4. Answer Key with Explanations

Q1. The passage most directly argues that:

Answer: B

The passage repeatedly emphasizes that depleted munitions stockpiles, not just diplomacy, may explain Trump's
restraint. A is wrong — it's the trap (Trap C: a real-world claim the passage actively pushes back against). SAT Tip:
When a question asks for the central argument, look for the claim the author keeps returning to in different
sections — a one-time mention is usually a distractor, not the thesis.

Q2. According to the passage, US precision-munition production lines struggle to replenish stockpiles
primarily because:

Answer: C

The passage explicitly states production lines 'were never designed for sustained, high-intensity conflict.' B is the
most tempting wrong answer (Trap A: right scope, wrong direction — the issue is industrial design, not Pentagon
refusal). SAT Tip: When a question uses 'primarily,’ eliminate options that might be partially true but aren't the
main reason the passage emphasizes.

Q3. Which choice best states the central idea of the passage?
Answer: C

The passage centers on how stockpile depletion constrains US strategic flexibility, especially toward China. D is the
trap (Trap C: a true-sounding generalization the passage doesn't actually make). SAT Tip: Central-idea answers
should match the passage's specific scope — beware options that broaden the claim into something the author never
argued.

Q4. As used in the passage, the word 'granular’ most nearly means:

Answer: B

The CSIS report is described as 'far more granular and sobering' than official statements — meaning more detailed
and specific. A is the trap (Trap B: the common, literal meaning of 'granular' as referring to grains, which doesn't
fit the context). SAT Tip: On vocab-in-context questions, mentally substitute each option into the sentence — only
the one that preserves the author's meaning is correct.

Q5. As used in the passage, the word 'sufficiency' most nearly means:

Answer: B

‘Strategic sufficiency' refers to having enough munitions for current and future contingencies. C is the trap (Trap
B: confuses 'sufficiency' with 'self-sufficiency' or 'self-satisfaction’). SAT Tip: Watch out for words that look or
sound like the target word but mean something different — the SAT loves these near-cousin traps.

Q6. Which statement about US-China strategic competition can most reasonably be inferred from the
passage?
Answer: C

The passage explicitly warns that stockpiles ‘must also serve as a deterrent' against near-peer competitors like
China — every missile spent in Iran is unavailable elsewhere. A is the trap (Trap C: a real-world concern that the
passage never claims). SAT Tip: For inference questions, the answer must follow directly from the text — if you have
to add real-world knowledge to make an option true, it's wrong.
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Q7. The passage suggests that the most significant consequence of Iran retaining substantial military
capability is that:

Answer: B

The final section explicitly ties Iran's surviving capabilities to the risk of sustained munition expenditure: 'the US is
more likely to run out of key munitions.' D is the trap (Trap C: plausible real-world speculation absent from the
passage). SAT Tip: When the passage uses cause-effect language like 'this matters because,' the sentence right after
almost always contains the answer.

Q8. The author's tone throughout the passage is best described as:

Answer: B

The author presents CSIS findings, intelligence reports, and trade-offs without partisan attacks or emotional
language, focusing on operational realities. A is the trap (Trap B: uses passage themes but exaggerates the tone —
the author critiques assumptions, not Trump personally). SAT Tip: Tone is set by adjectives and verb choices, not
topic. A serious topic discussed in calm prose has a measured tone, not an alarmed one.

Q9. It can most reasonably be inferred from the passage that the US faces a strategic trade-off
primarily between:

Answer: A

The passage states this trade-off explicitly: ‘immediate military pressure on Iran and broader global readiness.' D is
the trap (Trap C: a real foreign-policy tension that simply isn't the focus here). SAT Tip: When inference options all
sound reasonable, pick the one whose exact framing appears in the passage — not the one that merely sounds
smart.

Q10.Which choice provides the best evidence for the answer to the previous question?

Answer: C

Option C directly captures the trade-off between fighting Iran and preserving capacity for future crises — the exact
claim Q9 asks about. D is tempting (Trap B: passage vocabulary, wrong combination — it describes recovery time,
not the trade-off itself). SAT Tip: On evidence-pairing questions, lock in your previous answer first, then find the
quote that makes that exact point — not a quote that merely shares the same topic.
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